CHRISTMAS
A.

TEACHER’S NOTES

Q UIZ

Distribute the poster “Christmas by numbers’ (with
the blanks) to the students. In groups (or individually
for smaller groups) the students need to guess the
answers. Once they have finished, go through the
answers. The group with the answer closest to the
correct answer gets one point. Have a small
‘christmasy’ prize for the group that comes top 
Use the opportunity to discuss Christmas traditions
with the students, and ask them questions about
how they celebrate e.g. Do you put up a Christmas
tree? A real or artificial tree? Do you send Christmas
cards? etc etc If they don’t celebrate Christmas, use
the opportunity to explain how it is celebrated.

B.

M AKING S NOWFLAKES

The students are going to practice some geometry
vocabulary and giving and understanding instructions
while they make some handmade paper snowflakes:

V OCABULARY
Get the students to match the vocabulary words (in
the Students’ Notes) to the definition.
Answers:
1g, 2c, 3a, 4h, 5b, 6d, 7j, 8f, 9e, 10i
Once the students have completed the exercise, get
them to practice the words. The students each have
to choose a word, and take turns drawing their
selection on the board. The others need to guess
which word it is.

G IVING I NSTRUCTIONS
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

In the Students’ Notes, there are expressions we
use when giving instructions. Go through these
with the students.
Hand out the snowflake template to one of the
students (a volunteer). Do not let the other
students see it.
Hand out plain square pieces of paper to the
other students, which they will use to make
snowflakes. They need to fold the square in half
and
then
into
thirds
(refer
to
http://www.marthastewart.com/266073/frostybanners for more information)
The student with the template has to describe
the outline of the snowflake while the others
carefully follow the instructions. The student
with the template may NOT see what the other
students are drawing. All communication needs
to be verbal.
Once the students have finished drawing the
outline, they can cut out their snowflake. You
can use them to decorate the classroom 

C.

L ISTENING

W ARMER
The students are going to watch a video from the
History Channel about the ‘Evolution of Santa Claus’.
Before they watch, ask them the following questions:
1. What do you know about Santa Claus?
2. Do you think the idea of Santa Claus is a good
one?
3. Do you know how the tradition started?
You might want to mention the different names of
Santa used in the USA and the UK:
USA – Santa Claus, Santa, St Nicolas, Kris Kringle
UK – Father Christmas

V OCABULARY
Give the students the following words which are
used in the video. Make sure they understand what
the words mean (for your reference the time when
the word is used is indicated in brackets):
secular (0.03), singlehandedly (0.38), merged (1:02),
jolly (1:25), toted (1:26), iconic (1:49), credit (2:06),
definitive (2:16), commissioned (2:26), grander (2:30)

L ISTENING F OR G IST
Get the students to watch the video:
http://www.history.com/topics/christmas/videos#ev
olution-of-santa-claus
The first time they watch the video, get them to
answer the following questions:
1. Which aspects of Santa Claus is Clement Clarke
Moore responsible for? Derived from St Nicolas
and Sinterklass, he is dressed in fur, has a pipe, is
a jolly elf with a twinkle in the eye, he has a sack
of toys for the kids, and a sleigh with eight
reindeer with names.
2. Which aspects of Santa Claus is Thomas Nast
responsible for? He is taller and grander, Santa’s
naughty and nice list, he lives in the North Pole.
While they do so, they need to listen out for the new
vocabulary words and work out in what context they
are being used and what they are referring to.

L ISTENING FOR DETAIL
The students need to watch the video again, and
listen out for the vocabulary: what is it referring to
and in what context is it used?

H OMEWORK
The students need to read the poem by Clement
Clark Moore, ‘The night before Christmas’.

CHRISTMAS

STUDENTS’ NOTES

V OCABULARY
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

right angle
bisect
perpendicular
parallel
midpoint
symmetrical
equilateral triangle
diamond
intersect
skew

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.

lines that are at 90° to each other
a point in the middle
divide into 2 equal parts
exactly similar parts on each side of an axis
pass or lie across each other
a four sided shape with equal sides but unequal angles (rhombus)
an angle that has a measure of 90°
side by side lines that are continuously the same distance apart
crooked, neither parallel or perpendicular
a triangle with three equal sides

G IVING I NSTRUCTIONS :
Asking for Instructions

Starting out

How do you (do this)?
How do I . . . ?
What is the best way to . . . ?
How do I go about it?
What do you suggest?

Before you begin, (you should . . .)
The first thing you do is . . . .
I would start by . . .
The best place to begin is . . .
To begin with,….

Continuing

Finishing

Asking for clarity

After that,
The next step is to . . .
The next thing you do is . . .
Once you've done that, then . . .
When you finish that, then . . .

The last step is . . .
The last thing you do is . . .
In the end,
When you've finished,

I’m sorry I didn’t catch that.
Could you repeat that, please.
What was that?
I’m sorry, I don’t know what you
mean.

Give clear instructions!

CHRISTMAS

STUDENTS’ NOTES

T WAS THE N IGHT BEFORE C HRISTMAS P OEM
Twas the night before Christmas, when all through
the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there.

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and
soot.
A bundle of Toys he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a peddler, just opening his pack.

The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads.
And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap.

His eyes-how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow.

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.
He had a broad face and a little round belly,
That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly!

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below.
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tinny reindeer.

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself!
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St Nick.
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by
name!

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings, then turned with a jerk.
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose!

"Now Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and
Vixen!
On, Comet! On, Cupid! on, on Donner and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!"
As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky.
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of Toys, and St Nicholas too.
And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my head, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St Nicholas came with a bound.

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But I heard him exclaim, ‘ere he drove out of sight,
"Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!"
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