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A. WARMER  
Tell the students that you want them to make a list of their top 10 favourite inventions 

of all time. Give them a few minutes to do this (they need to do it individually without 

discussing it with the other students). 

Divide the students into groups of 2 or 3. They now need to compare their answers, and 

decide together which are their top 5 inventions (if you have an individual student, get 

him/her to choose 10, and then narrow it down to their top 5). 

Get them to give feedback, discussing why they chose the inventions they did. 

B. PRE READING DISCUSSION  
Explain to the students that they are going to be reading about some inventions that 

never quite made it big: 

ED I S O N ’S  C O N C R E T E  F U R N I T U R E  

Ask the students to decide what sort of furniture they think would be great made from 

concrete. 

ES C A P E  C O F F I N S  

In the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries people were sometimes accidentally buried alive, because 

medicine at that stage was not advanced enough to fully confirm whether the person 

had actually died. Get the students to give some proposals as to how they would design 

a coffin that you can escape from. 

TH E  S E L F -C L E A N I N G  H O U S E  

In the 1950’s, a lady who hated housework, designed a house that was completely self-

cleaning. Get the students to explain what techniques and mechanisms they would use 

in designing a house, so that they wouldn’t have to do any housework at all. 

C. PRE TEACH VOCABULARY  
Get the students to match the collocations: 

Answers: 1d, 2c, 3e, 4g, 5b, 6a, 7f, 8k, 9j, 10m, 11l, 12n, 13h, 14i 

D. READING  
The students need to read the whole article and then discuss the following: 

1. How does the actual design differ from the ideas that you had? 

2. Were there any ideas that surprised you? 
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E. VOCABULARY REVISION  
Write the collocations onto flashcards. Place them face down on the table. One student 

needs to pick up a card and ask a question using the collocation. Another student has to 

pick up another card, and the phrase on their card needs to be in their answer. 

F. IDIOMS  
Get the students to fill the missing words into the gaps: 

1. to _______(dig) one’s own grave 

2. to carry a __________(secret) to the grave 

3. to have one __________(foot) in the grave 

4. to ________(turn) in one’s grave 

5. to be set in __________(concrete/stone) 

6. to come _______(clean) 

7. to wipe the _________(slate) clean 

G. PRACTICE IDIOMS  
Write each idiom on small pieces of paper and place them face down on the table. A 

student needs to choose a card, and then act out the idiom, so that the others can guess 

which idiom it is. Once they have guessed the idiom, the student who acted out the 

idiom needs to choose another student and ask them a question using the idiom. 

H. FOLLOW ON READING  
On the following website you will find a list of top 10 inventions for 2011: 

http://10awesome.com/10-awesome-inventions-of-2011/ 

(please note that there are spelling and typing errors in the text). Print out the 10 

inventions and cut them up so that you have 1 invention per piece of paper. 

Hand them out to the students, so that each of the students has a different invention. 

Get them to share with each other what their invention is. Afterwards get them to 

discuss whether they see any future for any of the inventions. 

 

 

http://10awesome.com/10-awesome-inventions-of-2011/
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VOCABULARY  
Match the collocations: 

  
1. to tug a. cranny 
2. thankless b. action 
3. completely c. unending job 
4. built from d. on a cord 
5. spring into e. nuts 
6. nook and f. fittings and fabrics 
7. fixtures g. scratch 
  

 

  
8. groundbreaking h. dried 
9. kit out i. hastily 
10. palatial j. the home 
11. reinforced with k. inventions 
12. single l. mesh and metal rods 
13. cut and m. residence 
14. conducted n. mould 
  

IDIOMS  
Get the students to fill the missing words into the gaps: 

 
concrete/stone             secret             foot             dig              slate             clean               turn 
 

 

1. to _______ one’s own grave 

2. to carry a __________to the grave 

3. to have one __________in the grave 

4. to ________ in one’s grave 

5. to be set in __________ 

6. to come _______ 

7. to wipe the _________ clean 
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